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LONG AGO. PIRATES TERRORISED THE SEVEN SEAS OF OLD EARTH. CENTURIES 
LATER. A NEW BREED OF BUCCANEERS WAS BORN. AS BLOODTHIRSTY AS THEIR 
FOREFATHERS AND WITH THE OCEANS OF SPACE THEIR HUNTING GROUND. THEY 
PLUNDERED, MURDERED AND FOUGHT THEIR WAY THROUGH SPACE IN A NEVER 
ENDING ORGY OF DESTRUCTION THEY HAD TO BE STOPPED. ESPECIALLY THE 
MOST NOTORIOUS—CAPTAIN TEACH—BLACKBEARD 





THE SPACE CRUISER ' G ALOS ' HEADED THROUGH PARK DIMENS1QN5 OF SPACE 
DESTIN ATION EARTH.nBaHBgn|HD^SS»iaSraRragm^fi9 
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Don FOOI YOURSEIFI ril NOT 
W STAND TRI Al. THJS CR AFT **1 

WON'T make it to earth. Jl 


DON'T BET ON IT. KRAl 


IF YOU THINK YOUR PIRATE FRIENDS 
- ARE GOING TO STAGE A RESCUE, - 
YOU'RE MISTAKEN. THIS MlSSlON 1$ 
>* TOP SECURITY. APART FROM THE < 
CREW. ONIY THE FEDERATION TOP 
BRASS KNOW THAT YOITRE ABOARD 
—TT this CRaft. sanMl 


WE SHAU 5EE. EARTHMAN, 









YOU'Ll BE CIAIMING SOmE lEAVE 1 
WHEN WE GET EARTHSIDE. STEVE? j 


NO. I WANT TO GET BACK TO MY UNIT. 
WE MAY HAVE DESTROYED ONE PlRATE 
* SHIPANDCAPTUREDKRAIBUTTHERE 
ARE MORE. THE SPACEWAYS AREN'T FREE 


IT'S THEIR LEADER WE'RE AFTER —CAPTAIN 
TEACH. IF WE CAN GET HIM THE SPACE 
7BUCCANEERS Wlll BE FINISHED.J— 


1 HE'STOO SMART FOR THE GALACTIC 
r \FEDERATION. STEVE. HE'S AVOlDED 
! CAPTURE SO FAR. T—«T* 


<—* WMEN WE WANT A 
HISTORICAl LECTURE FROM 
YOU. TIN MAN. WE'LL ASK 
l -T FOR IT. T- 


IT IS CURIOUS THAT THE PlRATE LEADER SHOULD BE « 
CAILED CAPTAIN TEACH. ON EARTH IN THE ElGHTEENTH 
CENTURY LIVEDONE OF THE SAME NAME—EDWARD i 
TEACH. HE WAS KNOWN AS BLACKBEARD AND WAS J 
THE MOST FEARED PlRATE ON THE S6VEN SE AS. r ^ 
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ACOR WAS ONtY TRYING 
^ TO SUPPIY USEFUt - 
INFORMATION. STEVE. IT 
T IS HIS FUNCTION. 


I KNOW, JOE. MAYBE l'M GETTING 
’JUMPY. WORRYING ABOUT KRAL’ 
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f KEAVE TO. AND WE'll DO YE NO 
HARM. WE WANT YOUR PRISONER! 
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SAVE YOUR BREATH. WE'RE NOT 
HANDING KRAl OVER WITHOUT A FIGHT! 
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WE CAN'T FIGHT. STEVE. WE HAVENT GOT 
ENOUGH FIRE POWER. HAND OVER THE 
PRISONERS. IT'S OUR ONIY CHANCEI 
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NOI SWITCH TO MAX DRIVE. 
MAY BE WE CAN OUTRUN THEM! 
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/Toontknow how they 
KNEWYOU WERE ABOARD. 
\BUT THEY'RE NOT HAVING 
- 7 YOU. KRAl! Tl-- 


OIO » NOT SAY HELP WOULD COME? 
MY COMRADES HAVENT OESERTEO ME. 
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YOU THINK THEY Wlll NOT ATTACK FOR FEAR Of HURTING 


ME. IS TMAT IT? YOU ARE WRONG. RYDER. WE OF THE 
PIRATING FRATERNITY DO NOT FEAR DEATH. IF YOU Wlll NOT 


HAND ME OVER THEN THEY Wlll Klll US AU! WE'tl DlE 


TOGETHER. RYDER. YOU AND H 


THE PIRATE SHIP OPENED FIRE WITH DEA DIY ACCUR ACY 
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THEY WISH TO FlGHTl SO 5€ IT1 


V* \ \ lii 


REAR WEAPON CONTROl 
CIRCUITS HITI 
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THIS IS THE PASTEST CRUISER IN THE 
SPACE FED PLEET. THOSE PIRATES 
SHOUID BE LIGHT HOURS BEHIND 
BY NOW. WHY AREN'T THEY? 


-Ai THE MAXI DRIVE POWER SOURCE 
IS OUT OF ACTION, 5TEVE. IT'S NO GOOD! 




I DID A DEAL WITH KRAL. POR MORE SPACE 1-^ 
CREDITS THAN 1‘D EARN IN A LIFETIME SKIPPERING 
^FOR THE LOUSY GALACTIC FEDERATION. jy"' 

nzzt v - 





m 




SO THAT'S HOW THEY KNEW! YOU FOOL 
■jar FOSTERI DO YOU THINK THEY'U LET "M 
ilTHr YOU GO FREE? 
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J.CEASE FIRE! M 
WE SURRENDERf 


pOSOMETHING, ROBOT! 
MBT STOP HIM! VsfcM 


YOU WILL CONTINUE YOUR 
JOURNEY ALONE. CAPTAIN 
POSTER. THE OTHERS WILL 
7 TRANSFER TO MY SHIP. TT 


REGRET UNABLE TO ASSIST, LIEUTENANT. 
I APPRECIATE CAPTAIN FOSTER'S 
ACTIONS ARE UNETHICAL BUT| I AM 
UNFORTUNATELY PROGRAMMED TO 
OBEY HIM WHILST HE IS COMMANDER 
OFTHISCRAFT. 


DON7 BLAME ACOR. STEVE. HE 
CAN'T HELP THE WAY HE'S PROGRAMMED. 
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/ 1'UCOllECTMY REWARD AND RETURN ^ 
* TOEARTH ARICH MAN. MY REPORT OF ^ 
HOW YOÜ AND FONG DIED BRAVELY WHILE 
FIGHTING OFF THE PIRATE AnACK WIU BE 
—T MOST CONVINCING. T ~' 


^ THE CRUISER CAPTAIN 1 
AWAITS HIS REWARD FOR 
ASSISTING IN MY RESCUE. 


F EARTH MEN ARE SO TRUSTING. HE J 
SHAll HAVE HIS REWARD WHEN I AM 
rir FINISHED WITH THE ROBOII ~WÊ 








ONCE ON BOARD THE PIRATE VESSEl. Jo 


DESTROY THE CRUISER! 
FOSTER'S USEFUINESS IS ENDED 





INSIDE THE BATTERED ROBOT. AN AUTOMATIC ACTIVATOR SWITCHED TO EMERGENCY 

ACOR CAME SlOWLY BACK TO LIFE. 


INDEPENDENT CIRCUITS 


MUST RENDER ASSISTANCE ... IF 


POSSIBLE 





ACOR USEO MAGNAGRAftS TO ATTACH HIMSElF TO THE PIRATE CRAFT'S HULl. 


I LET'S GET BACK TO BASE AND HAND , 
THESE TWQ EA RTHUNG'S TO CAPTAIN 
IXMr.ï TEACH! 1- 


I ENGAGE MAIN DRIVE! 
SET-COURSE FOR KALOR 


( YES. RYDER THE PLANET KA LOR IS OUR BASE. 

\ THE GALACTIC FEDERATION NEVER THOUGHT 
TO SEEK U5 THERE. AND DO NOT THINK YOIAL ‘ 
FINDAWAY TO IET THEM KNOW. FOR YOU HAVE 
iBHBSr NOT LONG TO LIVE. «Hi 


SlDON'T BE T0022 
SURE OF THAT, KRALI 
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RYOER AND FONG WERE TAKE N TO TH ^PIRATE LEADER. CAPTAIN JEAC£ 

J Z SO. YOU RETURN TO THE FOLD IjON 

^^^3[KRAL AND BRING TWO PRlSQNERSjl>6 IW 

éÉ&nV IT is GOOD. MY TIRALS GROWTW 

K£4 & •TOTT?' HUNGRY FOR MEAT.J T^A J^K W*> 
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YOU'REMAD, TEACH! 


BACK, MY BEAUTIES! BACK! 1 
YOU Wlll DINE SOON ENOUGH 




/ YOU CAN KILL US. TEACH BUT YOUR 1 
DAYS OF TERRORISING THE SPACEWAYS 
WON'T LAST. THE GALACTlC FEDERATION 
.Wlll TRACK YOU DOWN AND DESTROY, 

mi i ■ You. t —A itrm: \ 


THEY Wlll NOT CATCH US. THE U, 
NAME OF CAPTAIN TE ACH. —BLACK- 
7BEARD— Wlll BE WRITTEN IARGE ƒ 
«ra- |N THE ANNAIS OF SPACEr“ 
HI5TORY.T~l[— 











WEVE GOT TO GET TO THE STATUE! 
“^T IT'S OUR ONLY CHANCE.T-2 


RIGHT, STEVE! 









JU MP. JOE! 


THE WAUS ARE STONE BUT THIS 
] ROOF IS OF A METALLIC . 
SUBSTANCE THAT MAY YIELD. I 
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THE PRISONERS 
ARE ESCAPING! 


YOU KNOW WHAT WE NEEO 
Br TO GET OUT OF HERE? TM 


A LOT OF LUCK? 


they were SOON 5POTTEO» 


STEVE THREW HIMSELF AT THE PIRATE. 

















r MAY BE THERE'S SOMETHING TO BE 
SAID FOR THOSE ROBOTS, AFTER AU, 
ACOR'S CERTAINIY COME IN USEFUL 


J-NOW HE'S GOT HIMSEtF J 
SOMETHING TO FLY ON WE 
2TCAN GET OUTOf HERE‘1 










BRING THEM BACK DEAD OR 
AliVE! MY TIRALS WILL NOT BE 
rr CHEATED OF THEIR MEAl! J 




OUR BEST BET IS TO IANO IN THAT 
FOREST. WE'Ll HAVE A CHANCE OF 
LOSING THE PIRATES THERE. 
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WE WAIT FOR THE GREAT MERIAN 
" TO COME TO OUR AID. ONCE 
OUR PLANET WAS BESET BY MANY 
^JNEMIES. WE KNEW THE WAYS> 
-T OF WAR ... 1- 
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.. NOTHING SEEMED TO EXIST FOR US BUT war AS OUR TECHNOLOGY AND WEAPONS 

OF OUR ENEMIES WE CREW TIRED OF WAR ... 











► MOBt nïïrJ? KAlOR ' OW EN£MIES ATTACKED N 
MERIAN-S PROTECTION OUR PEOPIE 

THErn ïf UFT °°* CITIES. TIREO 

-T THE FmnfiA nv^ ORTS> ANO TOOK RESIDENCE 
vJHC HEIDS, TQ LIVE in TRANQUIIITY WITH NATURE. 
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OVER THE YEARS H£ BECAME WEARY UNTIL ONE OAY HE LEPT 
v7 US TO SEEK SOLITUDE IN THE MOUNTA.N OF KA WHKH ^ 
M UES BEYOND THE FOREST TO THE WEST. HE PROMKED ) 

IÜ A J lF **° A UED C NEED H,S HELP AGAIN HE WOULO J 
RETURN TO ASSIST US. BUT HE HAS NOT COME. 
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>F ™IS IS TRUE. MAYBE WE OUGHT 
TO GO AND WAKE HIM UP. 
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WHEN DIDMERIANGO 
\tO THE MOUNTAIN? 
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IDONOTKNOW.niSSAID 
THISAUHAPPENEDMORE 
THAN A THOUSAND YEARS 
‘ rn ~mi i Bit 
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IF YOU COUlD GET TO THE MOUTAIN AND 
WAKEN MERLAN HE WQUID HElP U5 T 


1VK 


r THERE S NO MERLAN ON THAT MOUNTAIN! IT S 
A MYTH. A F AIRY TALE. ON EARTH WE HAVE SIMILAR 
IEGEND5 BUT THEY DON’T mEAN A THING 


Jf# 


SO YOU WILL NOT HELP US? 








YE5. WE'U HElP—BY FINDING A 
► WAY TO NOTIFY THE GAIACTIC 
FEDERATION WHAT'S GOING ON 
HERE. NOT BY lOOKINGFORA, 
► P IT LEGEND ... 
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THE BLACK BEARDED ONE 
APPROACHES! WITH MANY MEN! 


RYDER KNEW WHAT WOUID HAPPEN TO THE PEACEF UL VILLAGERS IF CAPTAIN TEACH FQUND 
THEM. _ ^ 
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COME ON. WE'VE GOT TO LEAD 
THOSE PIRATES AWAY FROM THIS PLACE. 
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5ELF SACRIFICE IS AN ADMIRABLE 
HUMAN QUALITY. ENTIRELY UlOGlCAl, BUT 
ADMIRABLE. 
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RYDER DIDN'T SEE ANOTHER DANGER THAT APPROACHEDI 
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GOT TOGET AWAY 


DIE. EARTHUNG! 












INE NET THAT CAPTURED RYDER MELD HIM TAST 


IE I CAN OPCRAYE THEM BOTH 
, WE U AT LEAST HAVE TWO T 
L CRAFTfOR AGETAWAY! ) 


meanwm/le 




I WOUlD RECOMMEND SURRENDER. 
MR FONG. TO FIGHT ON WOUlD BE 
FUTIIE. SURRENDER AND WE MAY 
MEET UP WITH UEUTENANT RYDER 
AGAIN AND PERHAPS FORMULATE 
V . \ ANOTHER PLAN (-; 


I SUPPOSE THAT MAKES 
arSENSE. ACOR.T-- 
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THE COMMANDO KNOWN AS RYDER HAS 

T ' BEEN CAPTURED AND NOW THE V— 
OTMER TWO HAVE SURRENDERED. ) 


THEY'VE MADE FOOlS OF US AND 
gTTHEru PAY DEARLY FOR IT! 


J YOU'U WISH YOU'D DIED BY THE 1 
f ANGS OF THE TIRAtS, EARTHUNG. 
BEFOR6 BIACKBEARD IS DONE WITH 
t^rrn-T YOU! T —fflM ' 


THE PIRATE CMIEF ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. 













K WE'VE GOT TO IAY OUR M 
HANDS ON SOME WE APONS 


J IOIOTS! WE ARE FEARED THROUGHOUT 1 
THE GAIAXY YET WE IET TWO MEN AND A 
ROBOT MAKE MONKEYS OF US! THEY MUST 
' T BE DESTROYEO. T-- 










• IF WE JUMP THAT LOT IT'UGIVE 
U5 THE WEAPONS WE NEEO AND A 
CRAFTFORACORTOUSE.I'Ll 
**—* CIRCIE ROUND BEHIND. A 


CIEARING NEARBY. SOME PiRATES WERE WORKING ON A GROUNDED ANT1-GRAV CRAFT 
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IT'S A SUM CHANCE, STEV6. 8UT I 
CAN'T THINK OF ANY OTHER WAY. 
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THE SHIPS Wlll BE TOO WEU 
GUARDED YOU Wlll GIVE YOUR 
IIVES FOR NOTHING. I RECOMMEND 
WE HEAO FOR THE MOUNTAIN OF KA 
AND FIND THE PROTECTOR OF THE 
PIANET—MERIAN. 
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CAN'T YOU GET IT INTO YOUR TIN 
MEAO. ACOR? MERIAN 15 JUST A 
LEGEND. 




Alt lEGENDS HAVE A BASE 
INFACT. IIEUTENANT. 


W 
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THIS 15 NO TIME TO START GETTING HYSTERICAl. JOE 
MERtAN D OESN'T EXIST. lET'S 8E PRACTICAL AND TRY To" 

GRAB US A SHIP. 
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BUT WHAT ELSE CAN WE DO? 
\WE'VE GOTNOCHOICE. 
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WE CAN'T TACKLE THAT LOT. 
WE'LL HAVE TO TURN BACK. 


3ï 
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DO NOT RETURN TO THE FORE5T. 
GO TO THE MOUNTAIN OF KA. 
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FROM THE ONCOMING PIRATE CRAFT BUT ACOR DIO NOT 

N\ ^ 

^IXwhaT OO YOU THINK YOU'RE jS 
vJöfeïx /dOING. TIN MAN. I SAID TURN BACK 


RYDER AND FONG VEERED AWAY 
AlTERCOURSE. "«VT* 


I AM WORKING ON INDEPENDENT \ 
) CIRCUITS. LIEUTENANT.I DO NOT I 
HAVE TO OBEY ORDERS. HE AD FOR 
THE MOUNTAIN. I WILl COVER YOUR 
---1 RETREAT. f- 


THE ROBOT IGNORED RYDER'S COMMANDS TO TURN BACK 


SUOOK AHEAD, STEVE. WE'RE NOT kt 
GOING TO GET BACK TO THE FQREST1 


PERHAPS FATE. OR DESTINY. HAD 
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THE ROSOT RODE INTO 6ATTLE UKÉ A KNIGHT OF OiD 


Cl I AM ON INDEPENDENT L. 
CIRCUIT. I DID NOT HAVE TO 
CHOOSE TO BE DESTROYED. 
WHY, THEN. DID I DO SO? 

15 THIS WHAT HUMANS CAU 
CEH SEIF SACRIFICE? OT 


THE FIGHT DID NOT LAST LONG 

wamt* 'XZZ&Za 


REGRET UNABIE TO CONTINUE ... 

IF AUTOMATIC CIRCUIT REPAIR 
SYSTEM STIll FUNCTIONING. MAY 
... POSSIBIY ... RECOVER ... 
OPERATIONAI... CAPACITV ... 
5T-1 IATER ... t-r 
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THE TWO MEN MADE THEIR WAY UP THROUGH THE HOLLOW ROCK. 
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they came out on a plateau high on the mountain side 


K 


-1 look at this. MAYBE THERE'S 1 _; 

SOMETHING in that legend, somebody 
DID LIVE UP HERE ONCE. T~~- 


m 




J AND KEPT A WATCH ON THE CITY? E 
PERHAPSTHEREREAILY WAS amagic) 
y r ~i MAN CAL LED MER LAN. JZ **~*/5 
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approaching was a pirate war vessel 


_l IOOKS LIKE THEY'RE Bi 

BRINGING IN THE HEAVY GUNS. 


AND WE'RE TRAPPED. THESE WAllS 
-r ARE SHEER. VBHBC 






they are trappedimy tirals 


> WIUOINE THISOAYAFTER 
Alt- FlRE A BLAST TO SHOW 
THEM HOW f üTIIE RESISTANCE 
f WOUIO BE. T- 


AYE. AYE, CAPTAIN 


THE IASER BLAST SHEAREOINTO THE ROCK FACE 
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I HAVE LITTLE ENERGY IE FT, 
BUT PERHAP5 I CAN B€ OF SOME 

assistance. 


ÖJ' 


THE CAVE FIOOR WAS SMOOTH AS MARBIE. ITS WAUS WERE HUNG WITH ANCIENT 
AND DECAYING DRAPES 
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THROUGH THERE! OUICK! 
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MERLAN WAS REAL, STEVE! THIS WAS 
WHERE HE 11VED. HERE. IN THE MOUNTAIN. 









































THE SKEIETAL BEINGS BEG A N TQ FADE INTQ MIST.| 

"they're disappearingi IiTan iuusion of terror, designed 

THEY RE NOT REAL^^TQ FRIGHTEN INTRUDERS AWAY. T 


BEYOND THE ■ 
ARCHWAY TWO| 
IIGHTS GLOWED 
INASTRANGE ’l 
CABINET. C 4 


A COMPUTER! IOOKS LIKE IT'S 
[ BEEN HERE FOR CENTURIES. 1 


WHO DARES DISTURB THE REST 
Ei OF THE GREAT MERIAN? OÊ 
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J IT 15 SAID THAT IF THE PEOPIE OF I 
KA-IOR ARE IN OANGER. THE GREAT 
MERLAN Wilt COME TO THEIR 
V -T ASS1STANCE.75» 


J YOU SPEAK TRUIY. BUT THERE IS NO OANGER L 
OR MERLAN WOUID HAVE SENSEO IT. HÊ WOULD 
NOT DESERT HIS PEOPIE. (- 










CRYOGENICALIY FROZEN 
r HECAME HERE AS THE 
^^ND SAID. AND DIED 


[ BUT THE COMPUTER DOESN'T KNOW , 
HE'S DEAD BECAUSE HIS BRAIN IS STIll 
r UNKED TO THE COMPUTER MEMORY ^ 
, BANKS. WHO WAS THIS MAN. AND J 
te WHERE DID HE COME FROM? 1^9 


THEY IE FT THE ROOM— 


MER LI N. THE MAGICIAN OF KINO 

rrr arthur's court? irs not y 

is POS5IBLE. OR IS IT.. ? TT Ya 








CAPTAIN TtACH IS DE AD BUT THERE 
'ARE STIll HI5 PIRATES TOCONTENO 
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THE SKEIETONS SCARED THEM OFF BUT 
THEV COUIO BE WAITING OUTSIDE. J 
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I WAS TEMPORARIIY NON LL. | 
FUNCTIONAL BUT WAS FINALLY 
ABLE TO FOtLOW. ARRIVING 
HERE, I TOOK CONTROL OF THE - 
SHIP AND ARRESTED THE PIRATES. 
THEY DID NOT APPEAR WIELING TO 
RESIST. 
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ACOR.YOU'RE A WONDER» 






THÉ PIRATES IN THE CITY PUT UP A FIERCE, BUT BRIEF RE5I5TANCE 

'/y ' ' n -mm 


THERE'S ONE MORE THING TO DO 
BEFORE WE LEAVE THIS PIANET TO 
RETURN TO EARTH. IET THE PEOPIE 
Of KA-IOR KNOW THAT THEY MAY 
RETURN IN SAFETY TO THEIR HOMES. 
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THEY PETURNED TO THE FOREST 


WE THANK YOU, STRANGtRS. FOR SAVING 
-TUS FROM THE BLACK BEAPDED ONE. J— 


BUT YOUR LEGEND OF MERLAN WAS TRUE. HE IS THERE IN 
' THE MOUNTAIN AND HIS POWER AIDED US. AUHOUGH 
HE NOW RESTS IN PEACE. HE WAS A GREAT MAN. EVEN^ 
s -- T ON DISTANT EARTH WE KNOW OF HIM. T- 









THE BLACK CRAF T BLASTED Of F FROM THE PLANET OF KA-LOR AND HEADED EARTHWARD. 


I THINK MAY BE Til TAKE SOME IE AVE YQ 
WHEN WE GET EARTHSIDE, AFTER ALL 
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MY FATE W11LBE TO BE BROKEN UP 
AND SCRAPPED. I AM TOO BADIY 
DAMAGED TO WARRANT REPAIR. 
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I THOUGHT YOU DIDN'T THINK MUCH 
OF COMPUTER BRAINED TIN MEN. 
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I DIDN'T BELIEVE IN MAGICIANS, 

eitheri ’ g^a i giga 


_ AS THE CAPTUREO P1RATE CRAFT WARPED EARTHWARD, 

THE PLANET OF KA-LOR RETURNED TO PEACE THANKS TO TWO MEN, A ROBOT AND A MAG1CIAN. 
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Tracking and Data Relay Satellites can 
collect data from a 100 other satellites 
and transmit the data to a central ground 
station at White Sands, New Mexico. 
They also relay commercial TV voice and 
data for the Western Union Company in 

America. 
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